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“Judgments for Appropriate Commitment” in Family Nursing Practice
based on Ethnography of General Ward
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This study aimed to clarify nurses’ “judgments for appropriate commitment” in family nursing practice on clini-
cal nursing. Participatory observations and interviews were conducted with 11 nurses working at general ward,
and “judgments for appropriate commitment” in family nursing practice on clinical nursing were analyzed using
ethnography. As a result, the following 7 categories were extracted: (Keeping matters which are “observed as usu-
al” in the back of the mind): (leave extracting matters of concern from others): (adopting conventional, ste-
reo-typed methods): {collecting information through conversations and conveying it to the family): {paying atten-
tion to the sense of inappropriateness and examining appropriate timings): {providing only necessary support to
families requiring it); and {observing from an appropriate distance with attention). Considering the characteristics
of these categories, “judgments for appropriate commitment” in family nursing practice likely to be made as a con-
cern for patient condition. Nurses focusing on the appropriate extent for commitment, using empirical knowledge.

Judgments were always made as a concern for patient condition, mean it's difficult for nurses to realize their
practice. In order to focusing on the appropriate extent for commitment, maintaining “an appropriate distance”
from families, helps examining appropriate timings with families and keeping good relationship as a partner.



